
GOVERNOR'S COUNCIL ON DISABILITIES AND SPECIAL 
EDUCATION 

 
Early Intervention Committee 

Minutes 
 

LOCATION 
Governor's Council Conference Room 

3601 C Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Teleconference 
 

Meeting Date 
Wednesday, February 17, 2016 

10:00 a.m. 
 
Attendees:   
Angie Fraize - chair 
Lisa Balivet 
Monica Luther 
Mandy Cleveland 
Amy Simpson 
Annette Callies 
Amy George 
Carrie Truett 
Jimael Johnson 
Kim Mix 
Laurie Lopez 
Laura Butcher 
 
Staff:   
Christie Reinhardt
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by:  Sheila Garrant, Peninsula Reporting 



CALL TO ORDER – 10:00 a.m. 
ROLL CALL  
 
Welcome from the Chair 
 
Announcements and Good News 
 
Angie Fraize welcomed the committee members to the meeting. 
No announcements or good news was reported. 
 
Introduction of New Members 
 
Christie Reinhardt noted that the committee will be welcoming four new 
members:  Deb Etheridge, SDS; Annette Callies, EHDI; Amy George, 
Disability Law Center; and Anji Gallanos, DOE Head Start.   
 
Approval of Agenda and Approval of Past Minutes 
 
Approval of the agenda and past minutes was tabled due to a lack of 
quorum. 
 
Correspondence 
 
No correspondence was reported at the meeting.  
 
Reports 
 
CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
Angie Fraize reported that her husband, who is also an Anchorage 
policeman, met with Mallory Hamilton’s daughter for coffee as a way to 
ease any apprehension she might have if she were to have contact with the 
police at some point.  The meeting was shared on social media and was 
viewed by 141,000 people in Anchorage.  There has been a lot of 
feedback, so they will be working with other families in the same fashion.   
 
Partner Reports 
 
EARLY INTERVENTION/ILP 
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Lisa Balivet reported that the TA visits regarding the evaluation of child 
outcomes are complete.  EI/ILP will be convening two workgroups that will 
meet for an hour once a week for six weeks to ensure that their evaluation 
component will address and measure precisely what they want it to. 
 
Lisa Balivet noted that the Part C application is due April 21st and will be 
posted for public comment beginning February 21st.   
 
AILPA 
EED 
 
No reports were available from AILPA or EED for the meeting.  
 
EHDI 
 
Annette Callies reported that they have been working on the adoption of a 
process which involves sending certified letters when it appears that 
someone may be lost in process.  They sent out letters and received 
responses, which allowed them to define the reason for the loss rather than 
just reporting lost to follow up.   
 
Annette Callies reported that they will be attending the EHDI Conference in 
San Diego where they will hopefully get other good ideas to make their 
program even better.  
 
WCFH  
 
Christie Reinhardt briefly reported that there was an interview of a potential 
neurodevelopmental specialist, Dr. Dawn Bergquist, who is a retired Air 
Force officer.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Update on the SSIP Timeline and ICC Responsibilities 
 
Lisa Balivet reported that SSIP will be posted on their website April 1st, 
along with the Annual Performance Report.  Lisa noted that the SSIP 
process includes a component called the State Identified Measureable 
Result, which Alaska chose the outcome for social emotional on the belief 
that that is an underlying development piece that will help children learn 
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and be able to get their needs met.  The measureable result consists of 
starting from their baseline statistic of 65 percent of the children who exit 
their program Part C eligible have made significant improvement and 
improve upon that.  Lisa stated that she would like to offer a report to the 
committee in the future on how that is actually calculated and what results 
they are aiming for.   
 
Christie Reinhardt stated that OSEP had emphasized the desire for 
stakeholder review before the plan was submitted, and thus the regularly 
scheduled committee meeting has been rescheduled to March 9 to 
accommodate a review of the plan.  Lisa Balivet remarked that when the 
workgroups have completed their work, there will be two large stakeholder 
groups convened to also review the plan.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Review of PIC’s Scripts 
 
Amy Simpson reported that PIC has contracted with Laura Butcher to 
produce a video series for the public focused on parental rights and 
payment systems with a grant from the Mental Health Trust Authority.   
Amy directed the committee members’ attention to the scripts for video 1, 
parent rights; and video 2, ILP billing to gather feedback from the 
committee.  The committee members made recommendations that 
included: 
 

• General recommendations: 
o Investigate the use of closed captioning and ASL to enhance 

accessibility. 
o Offer an option for a transcript of the video. 
o Access agency listservs for distribution. 
o Offer the series on a thumb drive for ease of access in 

rural/remote areas. 
 

• Script recommendations:  
o Highlight the research-based positive benefits of early 

intervention. 
o Highlight that ILP is a federal program. 
o Highlight that parents have many rights under Part C of IDEA 
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and parent participation.  
o Include that all services are voluntary; however, you have the 

right to refuse service. 
o Highlight the partnership of parents and service providers with 

regards to services. 
o Clarify “no cost,” changing it to “The cost of evaluation and 

other services will not be directly billed to parents.” 
o Clarify prior notice for meeting at a time convenient for parents. 
o Emphasize the problem resolution process, outlining the chain 

of mediation and that should a problem rise to the level of 
needing a mediator, the mediator is an independent contractor 
not employed by the ILP. 

 
Amy Simpson encouraged the committee members to e-mail her with any 
further feedback.  Amy noted that her deadline for submitting to the Mental 
Health Trust Authority is April 1st.  Amy George and Christie Reinhardt 
offered to review the resolution process information.  Laura Butcher 
encouraged committee members to forward names of people they think 
might be interested in participating in the video productions.   
 
Many of the committee members voiced their appreciation to Amy Simpson 
for taking on this project.  
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS AND CONFERENCE 
 
February 18 – 19, 2016 
Key Campaign 
 
February 29, 2016 
First Annual Autism Conference 
Pioneer Park Civic Center 
Fairbanks 
 
March 23 – 25, 2016 
Early Childhood Mental Health Conference 
Anchorage 
 
March 30 – 31, 2016 
Full Lives Conference 
Hotel Captain Cook, Anchorage 
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TIME AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next Early Intervention Committee meeting is scheduled for March 9, 
2016 at 10:00 a.m. 
 
GOOD OF THE ORDER AND ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:25 a.m. 
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