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Call to Order –1:00 p.m. 
Roll Call 
 
Welcome from the Chair 
 
Lucy Odden welcomed the committee members to the meeting. 
 
Announcements or Good News 
  
There were no announcements or good news reported at the meeting.  
 
Approval of Agenda and Approval of Past Minutes 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
Ric Nelson MOVED to approve the agenda.  Hearing no objections, the 
motion PASSED. 
 
Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting 
 
Dave Fleurant MOVED to approve the minutes from the previous meeting.  
Hearing no objections, the motion PASSED. 
 
Correspondence 
 
There was no correspondence to report at the meeting. 
 
Old Business 
 
Council Employment Programs Updates 
Alaska Integrated Employment Initiative (AIEI) 
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that the AIEI Policy and Regulations Committee 
will be meeting at the end of the month.  Kristin highlighted the upcoming 
job fairs, some of which they are partnering with Peer Power.   
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that the Employment First legislation has been 
pre-filed and has been given a bill number, HB-211.  The legislative 
packets are ready for the Council members’ meetings with the legislators.  
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The message directed to the legislators is essentially that this bill is to 
ensure that the entities in state government that receive funding for 
services consider integrated employment within the community, working 
alongside and with individuals with disabilities as the first and preferred 
option. 
 
Trust Beneficiary Employment Focus Area 
 
Rich Sanders reported that they are looking to reallocate the requested 
bridge funding that was approved by the Trust, because the Disability 
Employment Initiative received approval of their application for a 
continuation grant and a no-cost extension, which totaled $1.5 million over 
the next three years and nearly $500,000 of carry-over funding.  The 
Trust’s bridge funding will have to be redesigned to show how the funding 
would be allocated and then presented to the Trustees at the end of the 
month for their approval.  Rich noted that the proposed activities in the 
reallocation request are still in line with the Trust’s new beneficiary focus 
areas and the funding will still bridge services within the DEI.   
 
Update from the Alaska Mobility Coalition (AMC) 
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that she spoke with David Levy, who stated he 
had nothing new to report for this meeting.  
 
New Business 
 
Discussion on New Membership 
 
Kristin Vandagriff asked for guidance from the committee members with 
regards to new membership to the E&T Committee.  Ric Nelson stated that 
the Employment and Transportation Committee is an ad hoc committee 
and is allowed as many members as they want, but they are limited to 12 
voting members, and the voting members are required to be Council 
members.   
 
The committee agreed that if someone expresses interest in coming to the 
committee meetings, they were welcome to come, present themselves and 
tell why they are interested in joining the committee, and then committee 
members can vote on membership.   
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TSA Procedures: Opportunity for Trip Trial Run 
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that she has been in contact with TSA, and they 
have scheduled a trial run on January 17th at 11:30 for Council members 
who are interested in running through the screening process at Anchorage 
International Airport.  She noted that the Council members who participate 
will be encouraged to provide feedback on their experience of the process.  
Ric Nelson stated that anyone nationwide can call ahead to TSA and 
schedule a one-on-one walk through of the screening process every time 
they fly.   
 
Review of Adopted Committee Work Plan 
 
Rich Sanders asked committee members for assistance in filling the gaps 
for a lead person on certain priorities in the work plan.  Ric Nelson 
volunteered to be the lead on the AIEI activities.  Ric Nelson suggested that 
Lucy Odden bring the need for volunteers to the attention of the whole 
Council at the Governor's Council meeting in Juneau and ask for 
assistance from the Council members.  
 
Lucy Odden noted that their advocacy for the creation of a statewide public 
transportation board is complete, and commended the committee on a job 
well done on that priority. 
 
Upcoming Meetings/Conferences 
 
January 21st- 23rd, 2014 
January Governor's Council Meeting, Juneau 
Retreat - January 20th, 2014 
 
February 11th- 12th, 2014 
Key Coalition’s Key Campaign, Juneau 
 
Job Fairs: 
 February 13th, 2014  
 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 City-Wide Career & Job Fair 
 UAA Anchorage Student Union 
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 March 20th, 2014 (Tentatively) 
 Career X Day 
 
 March 27th, 2014 
 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
 Seasonal & Part Time Career Fair 
 UAA Anchorage Student Union 
 
 March 28th, 2014 
 Shiloh Community Development, Inc Job/Health Fair 
  
 April 9th, 2014 (Tentatively) 
 Youth Career Fair 
 Muldoon Job Center, Anchorage 
 
Other Business 
 
Rich Sanders mentioned that Heidi Frost, who is the executive director of 
the Statewide Independent Living Center, is seeking public comment 
regarding accessibility on rail vehicles in Alaska.  The United States Access 
Board, which is an independent federal agency that works to increase 
access for people with disabilities, is reviewing the rail vehicle's 
accessibility across the US.  One of the concerns of the disability 
community is the lack of access to the upper level of double-deck train 
cars.  Rich noted that here in Alaska, the upper level portions can be 
accessed by people with physical disabilities because there is an elevator 
available; however, industry representatives in the railroad industry have 
stated that there are unique and special conditions in Alaska that make it 
possible to have access to the double-deck car, and that it couldn't be done 
by Amtrak. 
 
Heidi Frost has asked for comment on two questions:  Would you find it 
difficult to access the upper level if you had to climb stairs; and have you 
been on the upper deck of the Alaska Railroad car?  She asked that 
comments be forwarded to her at heidi.alaskasilc@gmail.com. 
  
 
 
 

mailto:heidi.alaskasilc@gmail.com
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Time and Date of Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Employment and Transportation Committee is 
February 4th, 2014 from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Ric Nelson MOVED to adjourn the meeting.  Hearing no objections, the 
motion PASSED, and the meeting adjourned at 1:55 p.m. 


