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Call to Order –1:00 p.m. 
Roll Call 
 
Welcome from the Chair 
 
Lucy Odden welcomed the committee members to the meeting. 
 
Announcements or Good News 
 
Lucy Odden announced the good news that she is leaving for vacation to 
Las Vegas in the morning. 
 
Alexis Henning announced the good news that she is on spring break from 
school.  
  
Rich Sanders announced the news that at the federal level, President 
Obama signed an executive order that raises the minimum wage for federal 
contractors to $10.10 per hour.  
 
Approval of Agenda and Approval of Past Minutes 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
Alexis Henning MOVED to approve the agenda.  Hearing no objections, the 
motion PASSED. 
 
Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting 
 
Dave Fleurant MOVED to approve the minutes from the previous meeting.  
Hearing no objections, the motion PASSED. 
 
Correspondence 
 
There was no correspondence reported at this meeting. 
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Old Business 
  
Council Employment Programs Updates 
 
Alaska Integrated Employment Initiative (AIEI) 
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that they are working on organizing their next 
advisory meeting that is scheduled for May 27th – 28th, 2014 at the Special 
Olympics office.  They have also been presenting at job fairs offering 
disability employment resources and information on becoming a self-
advocate.  She reviewed the list of upcoming job fairs the Council will be 
participating in.   
 
The Trust Beneficiary Employment Focus Area 
 
Rich Sanders reported that the name of the work group for the Trust’s 
employment focus area is the Trust Beneficiary Employment Initiative, and 
it consists of a management team of staff from the Trust and the 
Governor's Council.  The management team has met twice with various key 
stakeholders and agencies.  They also have a larger stakeholder’s group 
that will meet quarterly beginning in May at the Employment Summit, which 
is scheduled for May 29th and 30th, 2014 at Embassy Suites. 
 
Rich Sanders reported that the Trust is working on a contract with the 
Institute for Community Inclusion led by Joe Marrone and John Butterworth, 
who have backgrounds in behavioral health and employment of individuals 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  Joe Marrone has met with 
a group of DD providers, substance abuse providers, and different 
members of the core work group to get feedback from them in order to 
develop a baseline on the history and current state of affairs as it relates to 
Alaska employment programs with a focus on all the beneficiary groups 
housed in the Trust to look at how employment impacts everyone with a 
disability and how to share resources and blend and braid their approaches 
and funds.   
 
Rich Sanders noted that they have been working closely with the Trust to 
identify key stakeholders and partners and bring them to the table to 
represent different beneficiary groups at the quarterly meetings. 
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Employment First  
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that the Employment First legislation passed 
unanimously in the House and has been passed on to the Senate and will 
go to the Labor and Commerce Committee.   
 
Update from the Alaska Mobility Coalition (AMC) 
 
David Levy was pleased to announce that they are in their second round of 
funding from the Community Transportation Association of America, a 
national grant to look at the transportation needs of seniors and people with 
disabilities in the Interior.  David is going to Juneau next week to meet with 
the legislature to talk about the state match project.   
 
Update on the Key Coalitions’ Key Campaign in Juneau 
 
Rich Sanders reported that the Key Campaign was very successful this 
year.  He reported that the Gold Key Award went to Representative Millett 
for her staunch support of disability legislation.  Rich stated that the main 
priorities that the Key Coalition supported were as follows: 
 

 Support the CBC 

 Eradicate the wait list 

 Creation of a task force regarding DSP wages and benefits 

 Support HB 210, the Safe Students Act 

 Support HB 211, Employment First legislation 
 
Rich Sanders stated that all in all, it was a great Key Campaign and 
congratulated the people who put the event together. 
 
Update on City-Wide Career & Job Fair 
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that the City-Wide Career & Job Fair was a 
success, that it had very high attendance, and she spoke with a lot of 
people in regards to disability employment resources and what the Ticket to 
Work Program was and how the Medicaid Buy-In Program worked.  She 
noted that there was a good cross section of attendees that included 
veterans, employers, and youth.   
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New Business 
 
Guest Speaker Melissa Mitchell – Alaska Job Center (DOL) 
 
Melissa Mitchell, who is an employment counselor at the Midtown Job 
Center, gave a PowerPoint presentation related to the Anchorage Job 
Centers, the Ticket to Work program, and information on Social Security 
work incentive guidelines.  The committee members also viewed a short 
video related to the Ticket to Work program.   
 
Melissa Mitchell outlined the resources that are available at the Job 
Centers as follows: 
 

 Career counseling and guidance 

 Vocational assessments and exploration 

 Interview preparation 

 Job coaching 

 Social Security benefits advisement 

 Information on Alaska Working Medicaid Buy-In program 

 Follow-up supports including general employment guidance, job 
retention services and ongoing Social Security Disability benefit 
advisement 

 Possible on-the-job training or skills training the Workforce 
Investment Act  

 Referrals to additional services and supports 

 Resource room with printers, fax machines, copiers, and staff 
assistance 

 Workshops – Interviewing, resume writing, State of Alaska 
applications, job search, employment after incarceration 

 Employment counselors and veteran representatives 

 Job search assistance, ALEXsys 

 Assistive technology – Read & Write, Dragon Speak, Zoom Text, 
TTY, magnifiers 

 Partner with Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, Ticket to Work 

 Partnership Plus – continued support after DVR case closure 

 Employment tools – Fidelity bonding, job assessments including 
National Career Readiness Certificates and WorkKeys  
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 Apprenticeships and work skills training.  
 
Review of Adopted Committee Work Plan 
 
Kristin Vandagriff sent the committee members a copy of the work plan and 
asked the committee members to review it and decide what their top five 
priorities are for the upcoming year and be ready discuss and finalize the 
committee work plan at their next meeting.   
 
Upcoming Meetings/Conferences 
 
Job Fairs: 
 
 March 11th, 2014 
 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., Mat-Su Employer Expo 
 Mat-Su College 
 
 March 20th, 2014 
 Career X Day 
  
 March 26th, 2014 
 11:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m., Kenai Peninsula Job Fair 
 Old Carr’s Mall 
 
 March 27th, 2014 
 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., Seasonal & Part Time Career Fair 
 UAA Anchorage Student Union 
 
 March 28th, 2014 
 11:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m., Shiloh Community Development, Inc. 

Job/Health Fair 
  
 April 10th, 2014 
 12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., Youth Career Fair 
 Muldoon Job Center, Anchorage 
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Meetings/Conferences: 
  
 March 22, 2014 
 12:00 p.m., Wings for Autism 
 Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport 
  
 April 17th – 18th, 2014 

Full Lives Conference 
 Sheraton Hotel Anchorage 
 
Time and Date of Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Employment and Transportation Committee is 
scheduled for April 8th, 2014 from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
 
Good of the Order and Adjournment 
 
Rich Sanders expressed his appreciation for the great work Kristin 
Vandagriff has been doing related to the job fairs.  There has been a 
tremendous amount of activity with job fairs, and he is quite impressed with 
how well they have been going. 
 
Jeanne Gerhardt-Cyrus MOVED to adjourn the meeting.  Hearing no 
objections, the motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 2:15 p.m. 


