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Call to Order –1:00 p.m. 
Roll Call 
 
Welcome from the Chair 
 
Lucy Odden welcomed the committee members to the meeting. 
 
Announcements or Good News 
 
Alexis Henning reported that she won best presentation for an employment 
poster she made. 
 
Lucy Odden reported that her vacation to Las Vegas was good. 
 
Approval of Agenda and Approval of Past Minutes 
 
A quorum was not established for this meeting. 
 
Correspondence 
 
There was no correspondence reported at this meeting.   
 
Old Business 
 
Council Employment Programs Updates 
Alaska Integrated Employment Initiative (AIEI) 
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that they are preparing for the AIEI Advisory 
Board meeting scheduled for May 27th – 28th, 2014 at the Special Olympics 
Alaska Building.  The plan is to hear partner reports throughout the 27th, 
and on the 28th have some detailed discussion on the three areas of focus: 
 

 Job fairs 

 Transition services 

 Employer outreach 
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that the data collection for the semi-annual 
report is complete and they are finishing up the last scheduled job fair on 
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April 10th, 2014 at the Muldoon Job Center.  She noted that Peer Power is 
planning a big push in the upcoming month to do the youth employment 
presentation and host a job club.  
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that the key issue that came out of the 
parent/youth survey that was discussed at the last meeting was that youth 
with disabilities have good paying jobs and that employment is important to 
them.  The Advisory Committee will continue to review the survey results. 
Rich Sanders noted that they are writing a continuation grant and will be 
looking to the Advisory Board for ideas to incorporate into what they are 
doing.  Rich mentioned that they received correspondence from two 
employers who were requesting information with regards to fulfilling their 
requirements of Section 503.    
 
The Trust Beneficiary Employment Focus Area 
 
Rich Sanders reported that the Trust Beneficiary Focus Area continues to 
meet weekly preparing for the Trust Beneficiary Employment Focus 
Stakeholders Meeting, which is scheduled for May 29th – 30th, 2014 at the 
Embassy Suites in Anchorage. 
 
Rich Sanders reported that the contractor hired by the Trust to help 
develop the landscape for what employment looks like for beneficiaries has 
been meeting with stakeholders individually to gain an understanding of 
employment services in Alaska and trying to identify the barriers to 
employment and the policies that impede progress.  They are also meeting 
with agencies at the state level to identify what is working in the programs, 
what is not, and what the needs are to further promote their efforts of 
providing more employment opportunities. 
 
Rich Sanders noted that he is putting together a grant proposal from the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration called 
Transforming Lives Through Supported Employment Grant.  He stated that 
a lot of beneficiaries are people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities may have co-occurring substance abuse or mental health 
disorders.  The grant involves having two community health centers in the 
state implement an evidence-based supported employment program.  



Governor’s Council on Disabilities      Employment and Transportation Committee Meeting  
And Special Education                                   April 8, 2014 Page 4 
 
 

There are two providers identified, one in Kenai and one in Anchorage.  
The grant proposal is due April 21st, 2014. 
 
Employment First  
 
Rich Sanders reported that the Employment First legislation has 
unanimously passed the House and is on its way to the Governor for his 
signature.  This is a huge success for all the stakeholders involved, and 
many thanks went out to all the people, agencies, councils, and boards 
who were involved in supporting this legislation. 
 
Lucy Odden would like to plan an event to celebrate the successful 
passage of the legislation once the Governor has signed the legislation.  
 
Update on Past Four Job Fairs 
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that they have completed four of the five job 
fairs scheduled.  The last one is the Youth Career Fair at the Muldoon Job 
Center April 10th, 2014.  Kristin reported that the job fairs have gone well, 
and the disability employment resources have been well received.  There 
are many people interested in the Ticket to Work Program, the Medicaid 
Buy-In Program, and different resources related to disabled veterans.   
 
Kristin Vandagriff mentioned that they will have an employment resource 
booth at the Full Lives Conference April 17th and 18th, 2014. 
 
Update from the Alaska Mobility Coalition (AMC) 
 
There was no update from the Alaska Mobility Coalition available for this 
meeting. 
  
Update on Wings for Autism 
 
Lucy Odden reported that the Wings for Autism event went well.  A group of 
people went to Ted Stevens International Airport and met with TSA and 
Alaska Airlines staff and were guided through the security screening and 
the entire boarding processes.  Lucy stated that she will write a letter to 
TSA and Alaska Airlines to thank them for their time and efforts. 
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New Business 
 
Review of E&T Committee Voting  
 
The E&T Committee had a brief discussion related to the difficulty that 
occurs when the committee is unable to gather a quorum for meetings and 
the confusion regarding voting members versus public members.  Dave 
Fleurant volunteered to review the bylaws and seek guidance and clarity 
regarding the committee member voting process.  Lucy Odden noted that 
the committee is willing to look at scheduling conflicts for members and 
would possibly adjust the time or day of the meeting in order to 
accommodate committee members. 
 
Review and Update the Adopted Committee Work Plan 
 
Kristin Vandagriff identified the priorities from the work plan that the 
committee will be working on for the remainder of 2014: 
 
Employment: 

1. A(3) – Advocate for changes in the intellectual and developmental 
disabilities home and community-based waiver and Medicaid State 
Plan services to increase employment supports. 

2. B(3) – Increase the employment of youth with disabilities in transition 
from school to adult life. 

3. C(1) – Work with partners to develop and implement a plan to double 
the number of individuals with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities who are employed by 2016. 

4. C(4) – Work with the Center for Human Development, the Disability 
Law Center, and state agencies to create increased capacity to 
provide quality work incentives counseling. 

 
Transportation: 

1. A(3) – Advocate for transportation changes in the Medicaid and 
Waiver regulations and policies. 

2. C(1) – Collaborate with the Alaska Mobility Coalition to enhance 
transportation options statewide. 

3. C(2) – Provide technical assistance to help communities establish 
coordinated accessible transportation options. 
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4. C(3) – Develop and promote training on disability etiquette for TSA 
agents, taxi drivers, and public transportation providers. 

 
The priorities will be presented at the Council meeting in April. 
 
Upcoming Meetings/Conferences 
 
April 10th, 2014 - 12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
Youth Career Fair 
Muldoon Job Center, Anchorage 
  
April 17th – 18th, 2014 
Full Lives Conference 
Sheraton Hotel, Anchorage 
 
April 28th – 30th, 2014 
GCDSE - Council Meeting 
Special Olympics Alaska Building, Anchorage 
 
May 12th – 13th, 2014 
Alaska Society of Human Resources Managers Conference 
Sheraton Hotel, Anchorage 
 
May 27th – 28th, 2014 
AIEI Advisory Consortia Meeting 
Special Olympics Alaska Building, Anchorage 
 
May 29th – 30th, 2014 
Trust Employment Stakeholders Meeting 
Embassy Suites, Anchorage 
 
April 19th, 2014 - 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Anchorage Walk for Autism 
Anchorage 
 
June 30th – July 3rd, 2014 
Association for People Supporting Employment First Conference 
California 
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Time and Date of Next Meeting 
 
Lucy Odden asked members to note the change of the next meeting date.  
The next meeting of the Employment and Transportation Committee is 
scheduled for June 17th, 2014 from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
 
Good of the Order and Adjournment 
 
Alexis Henning MOVED to adjourn the meeting.  Hearing no objections, the 
meeting adjourned at 2:15 p.m. 


