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CALL TO ORDER – 1:30 p.m. 
ROLL CALL  
 
Welcome from the Chair 
 
Lucy Odden welcomed the committee members to the meeting.   
 
Announcements and Good News 
 
There were no announcements or good news reported. 
 
Approval of the Agenda and Past Meeting Minutes 
 
There was not a quorum assembled for the meeting and the committee 
continued without an approval of the agenda. 
 
There was not a quorum assembled for the meeting and the approval of the 
past meeting minutes was tabled until the next meeting. 
 
Correspondence 
 
There was no correspondence to report other than Lucy Odden and Kristin 
Vandagriff will be sending a thank-you letter to Alaska Airlines and TSA for 
hosting the Wings for Autism event. 
 
Old Business 
 
Council Employment Program Updates 
 
Alaska Integrated Employment Initiative 
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that they have submitted the grant continuation 
paperwork for years 3, 4, and 5, and they have finished the semi-annual 
report.  They are currently working on preparations for the Advisory 
Consortia Meeting that is scheduled for May 27nd, 2014.  
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that she has been attending the Human 
Resource Management Conference, and she is networking with different 
employers and distributing a variety of resources from Think Beyond the 
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Label and ODEP.  She noted that employers have been very receptive to 
the information as a way to look into disability employment to help with their 
labor pool.  
 
Trust Beneficiary Employment Focus Area 
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that Rich Sanders is working with the Institute 
for Community Inclusion contractors traveling around Anchorage, Bethel, 
and Fairbanks.  He has been meeting with a variety of focus groups to 
gather feedback in preparation for the Trust Strategic Plan for the 
stakeholder meeting that is scheduled for May 29th and 30th, 2014 at the 
Embassy Suites in Anchorage.   
 
Employment First 
 
Akis Gialopsos reported that they have been in contact with the Governor’s 
Office regarding potential dates for signing the Employment First bill and 
are waiting for a response. 
 
Update from the Alaska Mobility Coalition 
 
Dave Fleurant reported that AMC has been reviewing the Anchorage taxi 
ordinance that was passed in December to identify specifically what they 
need to monitor and follow up on.  He noted that there is supposed to be an 
individual on the Commission who is familiar with disability and senior 
issues, and Ric Nelson has put in an application for that position.   
 
Dave Fleurant noted that he would be contacting the Transportation 
Department to find out what specific type of training is going to be provided 
for individuals who are driving accessible cabs and who is providing that 
training.  
 
Dave Fleurant stated that once the Anchorage ordinance is implemented, 
AMC will likely move to other communities to try and replicate the success 
they had in Anchorage.  
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Update on Youth Job Fairs 
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that they co-sponsored a job fair at the Muldoon 
Job Center that was primarily focused on youth and young adults.  She 
reported that there was a very good turnout and they made many useful 
contacts.  She noted that they were able to distribute information relating to 
the Ticket to Work Program and the Medicaid Buy-In Program, and other 
workplace incentive information.    
 
Update on the Full Lives Conference 
 
Lucy Odden reported that the Full Lives Conference was very good.  She 
noted that their table promoted the concept that everyone deserves a 
payday with having fun-sized Payday candy bars with a note attached 
saying, “The only disability in life is a bad attitude.”  Kristin Vandagriff 
reported that there was good attendance at the vendor booths.  The 
Council shared a table with Peer Power, who gave a great presentation on 
how to become a self-advocate.  Kristin reported that that the keynote 
speaker talked about disability employment and did follow-up seminars in 
regards to the workplace incentives, helping people understand benefits, 
and what that means to working.  Kristin noted that the conference had a 
great employment focus.   
 
Update on the Governor's Council Meeting 
 
Lucy Odden reported that the Governor's Council meeting went well.  
Kristin Vandagriff noted that Duane Mayes gave an update from Senior & 
Disability Services, David Levy updated the Council on AMC’s activities, 
and Anchorage School District gave an update on transition services and 
enhancing those to cover more employment aspects. 
 
New Business 
 
Review FY15 Priorities for Employment & Transportation Committee 
 
Lucy Odden reviewed the FY15 Employment & Transportation Committee 
priorities approved at the Council meeting as follows: 
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The transportation priorities voted on by the E&T Committee and approved 
by the Council: 
 

1. Advocate for transportation changes in Medicaid and waiver 
regulations and policies. 

2. Provide technical assistance to help communities establish 
coordinated accessible transportation options. 

3. Collaborate with AMC to enhance transportation options statewide. 
4. Training on disability etiquette for TSA agents, taxi drivers, and public 

transportation providers. 
 

The transportation priorities added to the committee work plan by the 
Council: 
 

5. Accessible taxi model in other communities appropriate to each 
community. 

6. Introduce competition for local accessible transportation options for 
people with disabilities and seniors. 

 
The employment priorities approved by the Council: 
 

1. Advocate for changes in the I/DD HCB waiver and Medicaid State 
Plan to increase employment supports. 

2. Increase employment of the youth with disabilities in transition from 
school to adult life. 

3. Work with CHD and stakeholders to increase provider capacity to 
provide employment services and supports. 

4. Double the number of individuals with I/DD employed by 2016. 
 
The employment priorities added to the committee’s work plan by the 
Council: 
 

5. Increase provisional hire within the state. 
6. Oversee implementation of Employment First Act. 
7. Increase private sector employment of people with disabilities. 

 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that the goals added by the Council will need to 
be approved by the committee members, and she will send out an e-mail to 
the members for review and add a line item to the next meeting agenda.   
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Upcoming Meetings and Conferences 
 
Alaska Society of Human Resource Managers Conference 
May 12th – 13th, 2014 
Sheraton Hotel, Anchorage 
 
AIEI Advisory Consortia Meeting 
May 27th – 28th, 2014 
Special Olympics Alaska Building, Anchorage 
 
Trust Employment Stakeholder Meeting 
May 29th – 30th, 2014 
Embassy Suites, Anchorage 
 
Association for People Supporting Employment First (APSE) 
Conference 
June 30th – July 3, 2014  
California 
 
Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Employment & Transportation Committee is 
scheduled for June 17th, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Lucy Odden adjourned the meeting at 1:45 p.m. 


