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CALL TO ORDER – 1:02 p.m. 
ROLL CALL  
 
Welcome from the Chair 
 
Lucy Odden welcomed the committee members to the meeting.   
 
Announcements and Good News 
 
Lucy Odden reported that she will be in Fairbanks for work in early 
October. 
 
Alexis Henning announced she will be celebrating her 23rd birthday in 
October.   
 
Approval of the Agenda and Past Meeting Minutes 
 
Alexis Henning MOVED to approve the agenda as amended.  Hearing no 
objections, the motion PASSED. 
 
Alexis Henning MOVED to approve the minutes from the previous meeting.  
Hearing no objections, the motion PASSED. 
 
Correspondence 
 
There was no correspondence reported at the meeting.  
 
Old Business 
 
Council Employment Program Updates 
 
Alaska Integrated Employment Initiative (AIEI) 
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that the AIEI activities since the last meeting 
included finishing up the last grant cycle and preparing the reporting for the 
end of year two.  They will be working on a carry-over amendment for funds 
that were not used in year one to enhance transitions services in 
Anchorage, Palmer, Nome, and Fairbanks.  Rich Sanders noted that they 
submitted the grant for year three in the spring, and there were items that 
needed clarification.  Once the clarification was submitted, the paperwork 
was accepted.   
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Kristin Vandagriff reported that they have been working with the Trust 
Beneficiary Employment and Engagement Focus Area (BEE) and the 
Alaska APSE chapter.  Kristin noted that there is an advisory meeting 
scheduled for November 17th – 18th, 2014 at the Special Olympics Alaska 
building and they are looking forward to using the community conversation 
format to gather feedback on how to approach the focus areas to best 
serve the state.   
 
Rich Sanders reported that the Breaking Barriers job fair that was held at 
the University Center in Anchorage had approximately 50 attendees.  Rich 
noted that he was able to meet with about ten different HR professionals to 
explain the AIEI grant to them and talk with them about the potential of 
having either Project SEARCH sites or other involvement with job coaches 
and developers, and how customized employment could work for them.   
 
Rich Sanders reported that the Peer Power Network, through the AIEI 
Grant, has started their job club development.  The first job club activity will 
take place at the Special Olympics Alaska Building on September 17th.   
 
Trust Beneficiary Employment Focus Area 
 
Rich Sanders stated that the Trust Beneficiary Employment Focus Area is 
now called the Beneficiary Employment and Engagement Focus Area 
(BEE), which joins the closely related engagement and employment pieces.  
They have met with the Institute for Community Inclusion (ICI) twice since 
the last E&T Committee meeting to go through the report in detail to make 
corrections and clarify specific areas.  The ICI will make the adjustments 
and should have the final report completed by the end of next week.  There 
is an all-day meeting scheduled for September 26th with all the 
stakeholders to review the report.  Amanda Lofgren, the project officer, 
plans to divide the stakeholders into subcommittees based on their 
expertise and begin the work of developing strategic plans for the different 
focus areas.   
 
Rich Sanders reported that that Trust met and reviewed the budgets that 
the Finance and Planning Committee presented.  The Board of Trustees 
approved the entire budget, so BEE has an approved budget for FY16 and 
FY17.   
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Employment First 
 
Rich Sanders reported that the Employment First law states that all the 
state departments need to report to the Trust every year on the progress 
they are making in ensuring that the funds going for services are for 
competitive, integrated employment at or above minimum wage for people 
with disabilities.  The first step is to meet with the directors, and Rich noted 
they anticipate having that activity done by the end of November, with the 
larger meeting still planned for early December with the commissioners and 
hopefully the Governor’s office.  
 
Rich Sanders reported that Key Campaign met and reported that there 
were some concerns being voiced by the providers about the integrated 
setting and the definition of it, because it impacts a lot of their current 
programs that may not be as integrated based on the definition from the 
Center for Medicaid and Medicare Services.  Rich has been working 
closely with the chair of AADD to get the word out that those definitions 
were already in place before the CMS guidance for home and community-
based services, noting that Senior and Disability Services (SDS) is 
following the rules.  March 17th is when SDS will expect a plan of how the 
agencies are going to meet those integrated setting requirements.  CMS 
gave states a five-year transition option, and Alaska is looking at 
completing the transition before that deadline. 
 
Rich Sanders reported that the Disability Employment Awareness 
Proclamation is at the Governor’s office awaiting approval.  
 
Update from the Alaska Mobility Coalition (AMC) 
 
David Levy reported that the Alaska Community Transit Conference is 
scheduled for September 30th – October 2nd, 2014 at the Millennium in 
Anchorage.  The topics that will be covered are non-emergency medical 
transportation, accessible taxi service, and other transportation issues for 
people with disabilities.  David stated that the AMC has scheduled its 
annual meeting in Anchorage Monday, September 29th, 2014, 5:30 to 7:30.   
 
David Levy encouraged committee members to join AMC and support 
pubic and community transportation in Alaska, and stated that they could 
join online at www.alaskamobility.org. 
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Update on Association for People Supporting Employment First 
(APSE) 
 
Rich Sanders reported that the first meeting of the Alaska chapter for ASPE 
was held, and they named interim positions within the chapter.  The first 
order of business is recruitment in order to have a strong voice in the 
implementation of Employment First legislation. 
 
New Business 
 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) 
 
Rich Sanders stated that there minimal activity to report on WIOA.  He 
noted that a big change for DVR relates to success being measured by 
long-term outcomes, and 15 percent of their funding will be directed to 
transitioning youth.   
 
Rich Sanders reported that he met with the Technical AT Project of Alaska 
and is working with ATTLA to make sure the quality of services isn’t 
negatively impacted as Health and Human Services makes the transition.  
 
October Council Meeting – E&T Committee Report 
 
Kristin Vandagriff supplied the committee members with  two PowerPoint 
presentations, one that Lucy Odden and Kristin will present to the full 
Council on the committee’s activities with respect to the goals and 
objectives of the five-year plan as it relates employment and transportation, 
and one that Rich Sanders will be presenting related to Employment First.   
 
Upcoming Meetings and Conferences 
 

• Governor’s Council Meeting, October 1-3, Special Olympics Alaska     
Building  

• UAA Fall Career Fair, October 16, Student Union  
• AMC Annual Meeting, September 29th, 5:30 p.m., Anchorage 

Millennium  
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Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Employment & Transportation Committee is 
scheduled for October 21st, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Alexis Henning MOVED to adjourn the meeting.  Hearing no objections, the 
motion PASSED, and the meeting adjourned at 1:40 p.m. 
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