GOVERNOR'S COUNCIL ON DISABILITIES AND SPECIAL
EDUCATION

Employment and Transportation Committee

LOCATION
Governor's Council Conference Room
3601 C Street
Anchorage, Alaska
Teleconference

Meeting Date
October 21, 2014
1:00 p.m.

Attendees:

Lucy Odden - Chair
Sharon Miranda
Amy Simpson
Mallory Hamilton
Christine Inglet

Staff:

Rich Sanders
Kristin Vandagriff
Patrick Reinhart

Prepared by: Sheila Garrant, Peninsula Reporting



CALL TO ORDER —1:08 p.m.
ROLL CALL

WELCOME FROM THE CHAIR

Lucy Odden welcomed the committee members to the meeting.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND APPROVAL OF PAST MINUTES

A guorum was not established for the meeting, and the approval of the
agenda and past meeting minutes was tabled.

CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence to report at the meeting.

OLD BUSINESS

COUNCIL EMPLOYMENT PROGRAMS UPDATES

Alaska Integrated Employment Initiative (AIEI)

Kristin Vandagriff reported that the AIEI advisory group two-day meeting
was held November 17" and 18"™. The main focus areas were the
employment services continuum matrix, the implementation of Employment
First, youth and transition, employer engagement, provider training, and
sustainability. The meeting was held in a community conversation format,
and Kristin noted that she will combine the feedback from the meeting and
report on the recommendations at a future meeting.

Kristin Vandagriff reported that they are continuing to work on job fairs.
They were present at the UAA job fair October 16", the Veteran’s Job Fair
on November 7", and have plans to attend the Office for Federal Contract
Compliance Job Fair tentatively scheduled for February 13™.

Kristin Vandagriff reported that Peer Power was awarded a grant to
participate in a network of self-advocacy organizations within the Northwest
region, which includes Alaska, Idaho, Wyoming, Nevada, and Oregon.
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Kristin Vandagriff reported that with regards to Project SEARCH, they have
been working to build up the Business Advisory Council, and they held
events at the Anchorage and Mat-Su sites. She also noted that Rich
Sanders presented at the Alaska Process Industry Careers Consortium and
at the Anchorage Chamber. Kristin stated that the national director of
Project SEARCH will be in Alaska in March.

Trust Beneficiary Employment Focus Area

Rich Sanders reported that he has been working with Amanda Lofgren at
the Trust on the plans to implement the recommendations the stakeholders
put forth at the September meeting. The final report from the Institute for
Community Inclusion (ICl) is expected soon, and Rich will forward a copy of
that to committee members. He noted that it is an outstanding report which
includes looking at barriers, funding and policy issues, data management
issues, and everything around beneficiaries of the Trust, which includes
people with intellectual and developmental disabilities and people with
mental health issues.

Rich Sanders reported that he met with Anchorage Community Mental
Health to inform them of the different type of services they may be able to
do with the Trust grant they received to implement a pilot employment
program. Rich noted that the Alaska Peer Support Consortium also
received a Trust grant to hold an employment conference in October 2015,
and there is a potential for partnering with them on employment topics.

Rich Sanders reported that he is gathering letters of commitment from
Vocational Rehabilitation, Public Assistance, SDS, Employment Security,
and the Work Incentives Planning and Assistance Project for funding the
future cost of the annual fees for the disability benefits calculator.

Rich Sanders reported that he sent out a request to the commissioners and
directors to gather a data team from all the agencies to address which
common employment indicators are currently being tracked and review the
data tracking recommendations from the ICI report.
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Employment First

Rich Sanders reported that with regards to Employment First, he is
developing the first draft set of standards for the annual score card for the
agencies and a transition guide for entities that aren’t integrated.

Update from Alaska Mobility Coalition (AMC)
An update from AMC was not available for the meeting.
Update on the AK APSE Chapter

Kristin Vandagriff reported that the Alaska APSE chapter will be helping
with the implementation of Employment First. She noted that if anyone was
interested in joining the national chapter to contact her or Lucy Odden.

Rich Sanders stated that he would be sending out a copy of the
Employment First legislation to chapter members for their input.

Update on Wings for Autism

Kristin Vandagriff reported that The Arc of Anchorage has partnered with
TSA, Alaska Airlines, and the Autism Resource Center to have a rehearsal
of the process of airline travel for children and people with disabilities. The
Council would like to be involved in this annual event with an eye towards
developing protocols for working with people with disabilities with regards
to travel issues.

NEW BUSINESS

October: National Disability Employment Awareness Month

Kristin Vandagriff reported that there were many activities the Council was
involved in during awareness month, which included posting on social
media. Rich Sanders drafted a lovely proclamation that the Governor
signed that included a facet regarding Alaska’s new status as an
Employment First state.
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Review Progress on FY15 Work Plan

Kristin Vandagriff led the committee through a review of the work plan. She
outlined goals 1 through 6 and gave a summary of the activities both
ongoing and completed for each goal. She reported that essentially the
E&T Committee is on track with regards to the work plan goals and
activities.

Discuss Potential Legislative Issues

Kristin Vandagriff led a short discussion related to legislative priorities of
the committee beyond the implementation of the Employment First
legislation. Amy Simpson suggested looking into statewide transportation,
which would include individuals with disabilities.

UPCOMING MEETINGS/CONFERENCES

November 22, 2014, 11 a.m. — 2 p.m.
Peer Power event at Special Olympics, Anchorage

January 20 — 22, 2015
Governor's Council Meeting, Juneau

February 13, 2015 (tentative)
OFCCP Job Fair

February 18 — 20-2015
Key Campaign, Juneau

February 19, 2015
UAA City-Wide Career Fair

March 6 — 7, 2015
Stone Soup Group Parent Conference

TIME AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting is scheduled for December 16, 2014, 1:00 to 2:30 p.m.
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ADJOURN

The meeting adjourned at 2:35 p.m.
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