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CALL TO ORDER – 1:08 p.m. 
ROLL CALL  
 
WELCOME FROM THE CHAIR 
 
Lucy Odden welcomed the committee members to the meeting.   
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND APPROVAL OF PAST MINUTES 
 
Amy Simpson MOVED to approve the agenda as written.  Hearing no 
objections, the motion PASSED. 
 
Amy Simpson MOVED to approve the September 2014 meeting minutes.  
Hearing no objections, the motion PASSED. 
 
Amy Simpson MOVED to approve the October 2014 meeting minutes.  
Hearing no objections, the motion PASSED. 
 
Sean O’Brien MOVED to approve the November 2014 meeting minutes.  
Hearing no objection, the motion PASSED.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
There was no correspondence reported. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
COUNCIL EMPLOYMENT PROGRAMS UPDATES 
 
Alaska Integrated Employment Initiative (AIEI) 
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that the policy and regulations team has been 
working the following: 
 

• The employment services matrix language. 
• An RSA to provide more guidance on the Workforce Investment 

Opportunities Act (WIOA).  
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• Revisions to the Center for Medicaid and Medicare Services (CMS) 
regulations.  

• A recommendation letter with respect to PCA regulations to clarify 
language that PCA services are allowable for employment to prevent 
job loss.    

• A recommendation letter to the Trust with regards to the funding for 
the Disability Benefits 101 calculator. 

 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that she has been working on the AIEI carry-
over amendment summary, and has begun the preparations for the federal 
contractors diversity fair scheduled for February 13th.   

 
Trust Beneficiary Employment Focus Area 
 
Rich Sanders reported that he has been working with Amanda Lofgren and 
others on putting together the materials following their September meeting.  
Rich reported that a document will be going out to all the stakeholders 
regarding the next steps, which includes breaking the group into smaller 
work groups with focused activities.  The smaller groups are as follows: 
 

• Data management 
• Policy 
• Workforce development 
• Beneficiary trainings and 

self-sufficiency 

• Transition-aged youth 
• Behavior health 
• Community engagement and 

meaningful activities 
• Criminal justice 

 
The groups are scheduled to unfold beginning in December and are 
expected to run to May when the larger group will reconvene and outline 
the plans. 
 
Rich Sanders reported that in January they will be presenting the online 
benefits analysis tool to the Trust while in Juneau.  Rich noted that there 
has been verbal support from Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment 
Security, and he presented to the SILC at their last meeting and expects 
they will be supportive of it too.   
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Employment First  
 
Rich Sanders reported that he will be meeting with the Alaska Association 
on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities to review the activities from 
the Employment First Conference.  Rich noted that the conference was a 
very good one-day meeting.  He developed a summary and 
recommendations document for Alaska that he will be working on with 
Representative Millett, who will lead the effort and be instrumental in 
helping to gather together the different commissioners and/or directors of 
the agencies listed in the bill.   
 
Rich Sanders reported that Alaska will likely apply to be one of the core 
Employment First mentor state leadership states next year, which will give 
Alaska a lot of technical assistance regarding Employment First 
implementation.  
 
Update on the AK APSE Chapter 
 
Lucy Odden reported that the Alaska APSE chapter sent a representative 
to the national conference in October, and they plan to send a 
representative to the June conference too.  Lucy noted that they want to 
ensure that when their representative attends these conferences that they 
are able to take advantage of all the opportunities to network.   
 
Kristin Vandagriff stated that if anyone is interested in being active with the 
Alaska APSE, their meetings are monthly, and the next one is scheduled 
for January 12th, 2015.  She noted that there are complimentary 
memberships available; one for a self-advocate and staff, one for a direct 
support professional, one for a student, and one for a veteran.  
 
Update from Alaska Mobility Coalition (AMC) 
 
An update from AMC was not available for the meeting.  
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
Continued Review of Progress on FY15 Work Plan 
 
Kristin Vandagriff led the continued review of the E&T Committee work plan 
beginning with page 7 to the end, and she outlined the goals and then the 
activities the committee is involved in to reach those goals.  Erin Atwood 
noted with regards to Goal No. 5.1.7, more information regarding 
microenterprise grants needs to be disseminated at the high school level, 
and specifically to the special education coordinators, because in her 
experience in talking with them, they have limited knowledge regarding the 
grants.  Lucy Odden recommended talking with the Education Committee 
for their assistance on that suggestion.   
 
Erin Atwood also noted that with regards to Goal 4.1.2 relating to 
transportation, she had a recent experience talking with a taxi cab driver 
who noted that he felt it was not fiscally advantageous to make the effort of 
becoming a licensed accessible taxi.  Kristin Vandagriff stated that that is 
something that will feed into the recommendation of holding a community 
conversation around transportation and start narrowing down what the 
barriers are and do some problems solving.   
  
Bylaws Review 
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that she sent the committee members a copy of 
the bylaws for review as a refresher before the Council meeting in January.   
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS/CONFERENCES 
 
January 20 – 22, 2015 
Governor's Council Meeting, Juneau 
 
February 11, 2015 
ASSEC Conference Presentation 
Hilton Hotel 
 
February 13, 2015  
OFCCP Job Fair 
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February 18 – 20-2015 
Key Campaign, Juneau 
 
March 6 – 7, 2015 
Stone Soup Group Parent Conference 
 
TIME AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for February 17, 2015, 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
 
Good of the Order and Adjournment 
 
Amy Simpson MOVED to adjourn.  Hearing no objections, the motion 
PASSED, and the meeting adjourned at 2:10 p.m. 
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