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CALL TO ORDER – 1:03 p.m. 
ROLL CALL  
 
WELCOME FROM THE CHAIR 
 
Lucy Odden welcomed the committee members to the meeting.   
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND APPROVAL OF PAST MINUTES 
 
Jeanne Gerhart-Cyrus MOVED to approve the agenda as written.  Hearing 
no objections, the motion PASSED. 
 
Amy Simpson MOVED to approve the December 2014 meeting minutes.  
Hearing no objections, the motion PASSED. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that the Council has put together a work group 
to develop public comment on SDS’s transition plan.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
COUNCIL EMPLOYMENT PROGRAMS UPDATES 
 
Alaska Integrated Employment Initiative (AIEI) 
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that the Diversity Job Fair was held at the 
University Center Mall, and it included specific marketing for individuals 
with disabilities and veterans. There was a presentation from the Office of 
Federal Contract Compliance Program (OFCCP).  Kristin reported that the 
event was well attended with approximately 60 employers and an 
estimated 500 people coming through. 
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that the AIEI Advisory Board meeting is 
scheduled for May 11th and 12th, 2015.  They will be looking at the Project 
SEARCH expansion as well as visiting the current sites.   
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Kristin Vandagriff reported that she and Rich Sanders did a presentation at 
the ASSEC Conference on best practices, transition, and benefits and work 
incentives.   
 
Trust Beneficiary Employment Focus Area 
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that the Trust Beneficiary Employment Focus 
Area work group met, and they are looking for common indicators within 
the data that is being collected that could be helpful when looking for 
employment data.  Rich Sanders has been working with Amanda Lofgren 
and Agnew::Beck, along with the different state agencies and partners, on 
a comprehensive spreadsheet to capture information on who has what 
useful data. 
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported that work is also being done on the Results 
Based Accountability (RBA) for the Trust, looking at data to improve 
employment outcomes by defining different indicators to determine how 
employment for beneficiaries is improving.  
 
Employment First  
 
Kristin Vandagriff reported Rich Sanders and Amanda Lofgren have been 
meeting with commissioners and staff with regards to the implementation of 
Employment First.  Cheryl Walsh, the director of the Division of Vocational 
Rehabilitation (DVR) has been identified as the lead person for the 
implementation of Employment First for the Department of Labor (DOL), 
and Duane Mayes, director of Senior and Disability Services (SDS) for the 
Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS).   
   
Update on the AK APSE Chapter 
 
Lucy Odden reported that the Alaska APSE Chapter has been recruiting 
new members.  Preparations are being made for the National ASPE 
Conference in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania June 23 – 25, 2015.  Rich 
Sanders and Kristin Vandagriff submitted a proposal to present at the 
conference relating to Alaska’s efforts regarding the passage of the 
Employment First legislation.   
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Kristin Vandagriff reported that the Council submitted an award nomination 
for Representative Millett for her involvement in championing Employment 
First.   
  
Update from Alaska Mobility Coalition (AMC) 
 
Casey Anderson, the interim executive director at AMC, reported that they 
are continuing to look at the transportation needs of people with disabilities 
in Fairbanks, and have planned a meeting with the entire Fairbanks 
transportation partnership.   
 
Casey Anderson commented that AMC is always open for ideas and 
suggestions from partners, and if anyone has any questions regarding 
transportation, they are welcome to contact AMC.  He noted that he is 
looking forward to continuing the work that David Levy did on the E&T 
Committee, and appreciates the opportunity to be included in the process.   
  
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Discuss Future Activities for FY15 Work Plan Items 
 
Kristin Vandagriff continued the conversation the committee had been 
engaged in at the previous meeting, and she asked for feedback regarding 
the following activities: 
 

 How can we increase awareness of customized employment and 
other trainings? 

o Send information on all trainings to Project SEARCH and other 
professional and provider organizations. 

 What other events/conferences and professional groups could benefit 
from presentations regarding employment? 

o Community business groups, conferences, and conventions. 

 How can we increase awareness of micro-enterprise grant program 
within the DD community? 

o Work with the Tapestry Program. 
o Disseminate the information at high schools statewide. 

 How can we further promote disability etiquette for TSA agents, taxi 
drivers, and public transportation providers? 
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o Continue to work with The Arc on Wings for Autism. 
 
Kristin Vandagriff encouraged committee members to e-mail her with 
anymore feedback they have on these items.   
 
January Council Meeting in Juneau Debrief 
 
Lucy Odden reported that the Governor's Council January meeting in 
Juneau went well, and Council members will definitely need to continue to 
educate the Governor and representatives with regards to the things the 
Council is doing.  Lucy noted that she was able to meet with the Governor’s 
chief of staff to talk about how employment has been such a positive thing 
in her life, and the importance of the Employment First legislation.  
 
ABLE Act Presentation 
 
Kristin Vandagriff included a PowerPoint presentation in the committee 
packet to give the committee members a basic awareness of the act, 
because the State of Alaska will be choosing how to implement the ABLE 
Act, and the Governor's Council will be watching how that will is done.  
Kristin Vandagriff noted that the ABLE Act is a really important tool moving 
forward to increase employment outcomes for individuals with disabilities.  
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS/CONFERENCES 
 
February 18 – 20-2015 
Key Campaign, Juneau 
 
March 6 – 7, 2015 
Stone Soup Group Parent Conference 
 
March 23 – 26, 2015 
National Project SEARCH Director Visit 
 
March 31 – April 1, 2015 
Reducing Recidivism through Successful Reentry 
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April 16 – 17, 2015 
Full Lives Conference 
 
May 11 – 12, 2015 
AIEI Advisory Board Meeting 
 
TIME AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for March 17, 2015, 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
 
GOOD OF THE ORDER AND ADJOURNMENT 
 
Sean O’Brien MOVED to adjourn.  Hearing no objections, the motion 
PASSED, and the meeting adjourned at 1:54 p.m. 
 


