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Mallory Hamilton 
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Minutes prepared by:   Jeannette Rice, Peninsula Reporting 



Call to Order –12:05 p.m. 
Roll Call 
 
WELCOME FROM THE CHAIR 
INTRODUCTIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND GOOD NEWS  
 
Patrick Reinhart remarked that the meeting with representatives at The Arc 
about the ABLE Act went well, and it was covered by both Channel 2 and 
Channel 11 news. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  
 
Mallory Hamilton MOVED to approve the agenda, SECONDED by David 
Kohler.  Hearing no objection, the motion PASSED. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
Mallory Hamilton MOVED to approve the minutes from the December 8th, 
2015 meeting, SECONDED by David Kohler.  Hearing no objection, the 
motion PASSED. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  
 
Patrick Reinhart stated that the Council had shared some comments with 
Senator Murkowski’s staff on ESSA.  They have also corresponded a lot 
with Senator Giessel and Representative Saddler about the ABLE Act draft 
bill, and got some good feedback from national experts, which helped 
improve the draft.  The Council also sent a letter of support for the renewal 
of the Commission on Aging.   
 
Patrick reported that the most important correspondence was the memo 
from the State on the hiring freeze and travel restrictions, and he is still 
working on figuring out what that means for the Governor’s Council. 
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REPORTS 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
Chair Amy Simpson was not at the meeting to give a report.  Vice-Chair 
Lucy Odden commended Patrick Reinhart and staff for all their hard work 
on the ABLE Act legislation. 
 
Executive Director’s Report 
 
Patrick Reinhart reported that the hiring freeze went into effect last week, 
but if a position is funded by a federal source or something other than 
general fund money, it probably won’t be affected.  There is one position 
that the Council was trying to upgrade that is now saved for processing.   
 
Patrick said that he expects to have to justify every bit of travel, and all 
boards and commissions are being restricted to one face-to-face meeting 
per year.  The February Governor’s Council meeting in Juneau is still on, 
but for the May meeting, they will try doing it by videoconference.   Patrick 
added that he had spoken with Jeff Jessee of the Trust, and Jeff said that 
he would back the Council on using Trust funding as intended for travel to 
important functions.  Also, travel out of state that is specifically budgeted in 
a grant, such as two people going to AIEI every year, will be allowed, but 
Patrick remarked that many conferences and meetings are being cancelled 
due to budget constraints.  Rich Sanders will try to schedule a 
teleconference in place of the Kodiak public forum on the State Plan 
updates that was cancelled last month due to weather; the Juneau forum 
will go on in person as planned.   
 
Patrick stated that Rich Sanders had finished the PPR and sent it out on 
the due date, and they were surprised to receive a response three days 
later, much quicker than in the past.  The Administration on Community 
Living in Washington, D.C. had just a few questions, nothing significant, 
and staff are working on answering those. 
 
Patrick reported that the Alaska Mobility Coalition has put in a proposal to 
the Trust for funding, and they are still working to form an alliance with the 
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Statewide Independent Living Council.  Patrick will help defend the funding 
proposal before the Trust Finance Committee on January 26th in Juneau. 
Patrick Reinhart stated that Ric and Rich will be the staff attending Key 
Campaign, and board members going will be Lucy, Sandra, and Sara.  
Since Sara lives in Juneau, there are no travel expenses for her. 
 
Patrick concluded with brief descriptions of the health policy summit and 
the Governor’s housing summit that he recently attended. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Committee reports were included with the meeting documents.  Patrick 
Reinhart urged Executive Committee members to review the legislative 
position papers and submit any comments before the next Legislative 
Committee meeting on January 19th. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
State Plan Update  
 
Rich Sanders was not present because he is in a supervisory academy all 
week.  The State Plan will be discussed at the Juneau meeting. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Draft February Council Agenda 
 
Patrick Reinhart reviewed the plan for the February Council meeting in 
Juneau, remarking that the only changes he has made to the agenda 
approved last month are some rearrangements of partner reports to fit their 
schedules.  Council members are still invited to the Governor’s house after 
the community forum, but Patrick removed that from the agenda because it 
is not for the public. 
 
Resolution on Revenue 
 
Patrick Reinhart explained that the Alaska Mental Health Board has 
prepared a resolution to the legislature on revenue enhancements, and he 
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is going to draft something similar for the Council to discuss and maybe 
approve at the Juneau meeting.  Committee members agreed that the 
Council should develop a position on the state budget crisis before talking 
to legislators.   
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS/CONFERENCES 
 

• Trust  Meeting in Juneau:  January 26 – 28 
• Governor’s Council Meeting in Juneau:  February 2 – 4, travel on 

February 1 
• Special Education Conference:  Week of February 8 
• Key Campaign:  February 18 – 19 

 
TIME AND DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Executive Committee is scheduled for Tuesday, 
March 8th, 2016 from 12:00 to 1:30 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mallory Hamilton MOVED for adjournment, SECONDED by David Kohler.  
With no further discussion, the meeting adjourned at 1:08 p.m. 
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