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Call to Order –12:00 p.m. 
Roll Call 
 
WELCOME FROM THE CHAIR 
INTRODUCTIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND GOOD NEWS  
 
Patrick Reinhart announced that the state had begun enrolling people in 
the Medicaid expansion last week, starting with those who were previously 
covered by the CAMA (Chronic and Acute Medical Assistance) program. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  
 
Lucy Odden MOVED to approve the agenda, SECONDED by Art Delaune.   
Hearing no objection, the motion PASSED. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
Jeanne Gerhardt-Cyrus MOVED to approve the minutes from the August 
11, 2015 meeting, SECONDED by Lucy Odden.  Hearing no objection, the 
motion PASSED. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  
 
Patrick Reinhart stated that letters have been sent from the Medicaid Ad 
Hoc and Developmental Disabilities Committees on the developmental 
disability determination policy changes and on the proposed changes to the 
Medicaid waiver performance measures.   Amy Simpson thanked Britteny 
and the committees for all their hard work on those letters. 
 
REPORTS 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
Amy Simpson reported that she has been working on outlining the process 
for Patrick’s annual evaluation.  The evaluation will incorporate feedback 
from Council members, partners, and stakeholders.  Amy Simpson said 
that she would send out the timeline and information soon, adding that a lot 
of it is based on what Eric Gebhardt did for Millie Ryan’s last evaluation.   
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Amy Simpson also reported that she had attended a Trust meeting at which 
Patrick gave a good presentation, and Amy answered some questions 
about Infant Learning.   
 
Executive Director’s Report 
 
Patrick Reinhart reported that the recent Trust meeting, which usually is 
focused on recommendations for the Trust budget and capital projects, was 
different this year.  The Trust instructed participants not to bring any 
proposals for spending new money, and they discussed reducing or 
eliminating funding for some current projects, including the Trust Training 
Cooperative.  Patrick said that existing projects were kept in place, but the 
ASPEN project will be funded only through FY 17, and it is clear that the 
Trust is preparing for some tighter years ahead. 
 
Patrick Reinhart said that Ric Nelson is getting settled into his new position 
on the Council staff, which he started last week.  Patrick said that he had 
sent out the job description to committee members as requested, and that 
much of Ric’s work will be employment-related. 
 
Patrick said that there are two candidates for the administrative position, 
and interviews are scheduled for Thursday.  Patrick explained that he 
advertised the job to be open to state employees only in the hope of getting 
someone who already knows how to use the various systems.  The 
complicated new state system called IRIS was implemented recently, and 
bills have been backing up because no one at the Council has been able to 
handle them.  Patrick commented that SDS has been very helpful in filling 
in for these admin functions over the past months.   
 
Patrick Reinhart noted that the Council met with Senator Lisa Murkowski’s 
staff a couple of weeks ago, and they had a good discussion about what is 
going on federally and some of the bills that are likely to come up in the 
next couple of years. 
 
Patrick concluded with the message from a budget meeting with the 
Department, the Commissioner, and all the deputy commissioners and 
directors, where everybody from the Governor down is emphasizing the 
need to find 10 percent cuts in general fund dollars, in addition to the 8.1 
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percent cuts that were found this year.  Patrick said that he has heard that 
Governor Walker’s goal is to reduce state government by 25 percent over 
three years.  The Governor’s Office has reduced its own staff noticeably, 
and this trend is going to continue for the foreseeable future.   
 
Committee Reports 
 
Committee reports were not prepared before this meeting, so the chairs will 
submit them in the coming week for Britteny to send out by e-mail.   
   
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Review Draft of October Council Meeting Agenda 
 
Patrick Reinhart explained that the October meeting includes working on 
the Five-Year State Plan objectives and activities.  The community forum in 
Anchorage and the others around the state (listed in Upcoming Meetings 
and Conferences) will guide participants to focus their comments on the 
State Plan.  The meeting will also include a presentation on the Medicaid 
expansion and reform at some point.   
 
Patrick noted that there will be some new Council members in attendance, 
and everyone will need training in the Democratic Rules of Order, which 
are being adopted with the bylaw revisions to be voted on during the 
meeting.  Patrick explained that Boards and Commissions is currently 
working on the Council appointments, and they are trying to reduce the size 
of the Council to save money.   People who did not file a letter stating their 
desire to continue to be on the Council will no longer be considered 
members.    
 
Executive Director Evaluation Process/ED Job Description 
 
Amy Simpson explained that she is trying to have the ED evaluation 
process finalized by the end of September, gather information in October, 
and review a draft of the evaluation at the October Executive Committee 
meeting.  Amy said that she hopes to have the evaluation completed by 
November.   
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State Plan Community Forums 
 
Patrick Reinhart stated that not all of the dates of the forums have been 
determined yet, but it is important for Council members to know when and 
where the forums will be so members can facilitate public participation.  
Patrick urged Council members to plan to help at any forums that are 
convenient to their location, and stated that he and Britteny will keep 
people apprised and send out flyers to be circulated. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Council Comments 
 
Britteny Howell explained that the Council is currently working on two new 
comment letters, one on the I/DD wait list reduction of which committee 
members have a rough draft, and another on housing that the DD 
Committee will start on soon.  The I/DD letter is due September 17.   
 
The Executive Committee discussed the bulleted list of ideas about the 
I/DD wait list from the Medicaid Ad Hoc Committee.  Mallory Hamilton 
objected to writing that the Council supports the cuts in the draws from the 
wait list.  Amy Simpson suggested wording to avoid expressing support, 
saying that the cuts represent the extraordinary need for significant 
reductions, and the Council looks forward to a time when the 200 draws per 
year would be restored.   Patrick and Britteny agreed to work on the 
language and get a draft done for the DD Committee to vote on next week.   
  
UPCOMING MEETINGS/CONFERENCES 
 

• FASD Awareness Day Activities, Anchorage and Statewide: 
September 9  (4:30 to 7 p.m. for Anchorage School District) 

• AADD Meeting:  September 10, 11 a.m. 
• Key Coalition Board Meeting:  September 11, all day (Patrick and 

Ric) 
• SESA Board Meeting:  September 11, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. (Christie) 
• DD Committee Meeting:  September 16, 1 – 3 p.m. (date change) 
• Education Committee Meeting:  September 24, 1:30 – 3 p.m. 
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• State Board of Education, Sitka:  September 17 – 18 (Christie) 
• Sitka Community Forum:  September 17, 5 – 6:30 p.m. (Britteny 

and Christie) 
• Ketchikan Community Forum:  September 19, 1 – 2:30 p.m. 

(Britteny and Christie) 
• National Project SEARCH Director TA Visit with Keynote 

Address at Anchorage Chamber of Commerce:  September 21 
(Address to SHRM Conference:  September 25) 

• Fairbanks Community Forum:  September 22, 4 – 5:30 p.m. 
(Britteny and Kristin) 

• AADD Face-to-Face Meeting:  September 22, all day (Patrick) 
• Soldotna Community Forum:  September 24 (Patrick) 
• National DD Leadership Academy:  September 28 – October 2 

(Kristin) 
• Interagency Working Group on Community Transportation: 

September 30 (Patrick) 
• Trust Large Stakeholder Group:  September 30 (Rich and Ric) 
• Autism Face to Face:  October 6, 11:30 – 5 p.m. (Christie and 

Patrick) 
• Governor’s Council Meeting at the Special Olympics Building: 

October 7 -8  
• Anchorage Community Forum:  October 7, 6 – 7:30 p.m. 
• Medicaid Redesign Work Session:  October 9, 8 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

(Patrick) 
• Council on Homelessness Conference:  October 12 – 14 (Britteny) 
• DB 101 Planning:  October 13 – 14 (Rich, Kristin, and Ric) 
• ADRC Advisory Board: October 15, 10 – 4 p.m. (Patrick) 

 
TIME AND DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Executive Committee is scheduled for Tuesday, 
October 27th, 2015 from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mallory Hamilton MOVED for adjournment, SECONDED by Lucy Odden.  
With no further discussion, the meeting adjourned at 1:34 p.m. 
 


