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Call to Order – 1:00 p.m. 
Roll Call 
 
READING OF THE COUNCIL MISSION 
 
David Flynn recited the Council’s mission statement:  Creating change 
that improves the lives of people with disabilities. 
 
WELCOME FROM THE CHAIR 
 
David Flynn noted that they do not have a quorum today. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AND PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
The agenda and previous meeting minutes could not be approved 
without a quorum.   
 
Announcements or Good News 
 
Teresa Holt reported that the Five-Year Plan has been approved, with 
some changes recommended before next year.  All states received only 
a one-year approval.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Super Committee Information 
 
David Flynn explained that the Super Committee did not accomplish 
anything, which means automatic across-the-board cuts next year 
unless Congress does something, but those cuts are thought to exclude 
Medicaid and SSI.  
 
University of Alaska Southeast Special Ed Program 
 
Teresa Holt reported that the University of Alaska Southeast asked the 
Council to write a letter of support for their special education teacher 
program as it goes before the Board of Regents.  
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SDS Revised Regulations 
 
Teresa Holt reported that SDS recently sent out the new proposed 
service standards and waiver regulations, and the entire section on 
home and community based service waivers has been modified.  Teresa 
and others have not had time to go through them thoroughly yet.  Steve 
Lesko said that just from a cursory analysis, Hope had developed a 4-
page list of concerns.   There will be a call-in meeting for information on 
the new regs, and the DD Committee is preparing recommendations. 
 
PUBLIC FORUMS SCHEDULE 
 
Fred Villa was not present to discuss the schedule for the forums on 
employment and training to be held at the university.        
 
LEGISLATIVE CONTACTS AND HOLIDAY CARD CAMPAIGN 
   
David Flynn reminded committee members of their commitment to get in 
touch with their representatives.  Steve Lesko reported that he attended 
a fundraiser for Johnny Ellis, and talked to as many legislators as he 
could about autism insurance, but did not get any concrete responses.  
Steve Lesko added that autism insurance will be on the Key Coalition’s 
board meeting agenda, and suggested doing the card campaign all year.  
David Flynn said that he hopes to organize a coffee klatch or Pizza and 
Possibilities in his area.  
 
Teresa Holt mentioned that she had sent out an e-mail draft which 
explains the card campaign and offers information people can use in 
writing their cards.  Discussion ensued about the numbers provided.  
David Flynn requested a few edits before the final version is sent out, 
which Teresa hopes to do today. 
   
AUTISM INSURANCE REFORM 
 
Kathy Fitzgerald reported that she and Millie Ryan met with Don Young’s 
aide, Paul Milotte, to request that Representative Young try to influence 
Wes Keller to move the autism insurance bill.  Don Young would 
probably not be willing to do that, but Paul Milotte agreed to talk to him 
about other ways he could help.  Don Young cares about autism 
because he has a grandson who has it.   
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Kathy Fitzgerald suggested that the Council should talk with the 
Commissioner of Education about the Autism Speaks information and 
how it impacts special education.  Kathy will talk to Millie Ryan and 
Jennifer Jones and try to set up an appointment.   
 
Kathy Fitzgerald also reported that Autism Speaks has hired a lobbyist 
that the Council could benefit from. 
 
POSITION PAPERS 
 
Because there is no quorum today, and the wrong drafts of the position 
papers were sent out, the review of the position papers will have to be 
done by e-mail.  Teresa Holt explained that some of them can’t be 
finalized until after the Governor’s budget comes out on the 15th anyway.  
David Flynn asked that the position papers be kept on the agenda for 
the January committee meeting.  
 
Kathy Fitzgerald stated that the Hub is now soliciting credentials from 
agencies interested in being providers, and that agencies will be 
required to do their own Medicaid billing, which will eliminate many of 
them.  Also, Kathy learned that the Hub will only serve people 18 and 
older.  David Flynn suggested recommending removing the age limit, but 
Steve Lesko and Teresa Holt pointed out that that is an administrative 
issue, not legislative, so it should be brought to the Trust. 
 
The Trust Advocacy Summit has transportation as their second topic, 
and discussion ensued about whether the committee should prepare a 
position paper on transportation, but no conclusions were reached.  
Deaf services is another topic for a future position paper.  Suggestions 
for drafts for position papers should be sent to David Flynn.   
 
JOHN KATZ’S REPLACEMENT 
 
John Katz is retiring from his position as director of state and federal 
relations.  The new Alaska state lobbyist in Washington, D.C. will be Kip 
Knudson. 
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DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
David Flynn noted that the next Legislative Committee meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, January 12th, from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m.  
 
Other upcoming meetings:  
 Executive Committee, January 9th 
 Key Coalition, January 22nd and 23rd in Juneau 
 Governor’s Council meeting in Juneau, January 24th-26th 
 
ADJOURN 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 
 
 


