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CALL TO ORDER – 12:00 p.m. 
ROLL CALL 
 
WELCOME FROM THE CHAIR 
 
Dean Gates welcomed committee members to the meeting. 
 
Announcements and Good News 
 
Christine King announced her recent engagement. 
 
Dean Gates announced that the ABLE Act passed. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 
Terese Kashi MOVED to approve the meeting agenda.  The motion 
PASSED. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES 
 
Terese Kashi MOVED to approve the minutes from the 10/23/14 Legislative 
Committee meeting as presented.  The motion PASSED. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Patrick Reinhart stated that the Council sent a letter to Senator Murkowski 
regarding the EASD reauthorization act. 
 
Patrick also reported that the Council sent a letter of introduction to 
Governor Walker.  The contents of the letter highlighted issues of 
importance to the Council such as Medicaid reform and Employment First. 
 
Patrick further reported that the Council sent a letter to Commissioner 
Valerie Davidson, and they have also filled out a request to have her 
present at the upcoming Council meeting. 
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REPORTS 
 
Report from the Chair 
 
Dean Gates stated that he has nothing new to report at this time. 
 
Report from Staff 
 
Patrick Reinhart reported that the Achieving a Better Life Experience 
(ABLE) Act passed Congress in December.  He stated that he has asked 
staff to prepare a presentation for the full Council, and with the Legislative 
Committee’s permission, staff will make the presentation at the Juneau 
meeting. 
 
Patrick highlighted that some of the unknowns with the Act include the 
impact on families.  He also noted that due to financial constraints, the 
ABLE Act is also restricted in that it is only available to people with 
disabilities who experienced the onset of their disability before age 27.  Ric 
Nelson also noted that developing regulations for the Act will take a year.  
The State of Alaska will also need to determine if there will be 
corresponding regulations that need to be developed to complement the 
Act.  Dean Gates suggested that this might be something that becomes a 
legislative priority next year as things develop. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
There was no old business to report. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
2015 Legislative Priorities Discussion 
 
Council members engaged in a discussion regarding the following 
legislative priorities as follows: 
 

1. Reuse of durable medical equipment and assistive technology. 
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Patrick Reinhart stated that this issue was addressed in a letter to the 
Governor as well as to the Medicaid Reform Advisory Group.  He feels this 
message needs to continue to be put out there as an issue that the Council 
supports and can help develop.  They can use this as an opportunity to 
show Medicaid savings.  Christine King agrees with the cost-savings 
message that can be shared with legislators.  Patrick further noted that 
another message that can be delivered with this issue is the opportunity for 
business growth for companies expanding into this line of work as well as 
provide potential employment opportunities for people with disabilities. 
 
Patrick Reinhart stated that with the committee’s permission, staff will 
develop a position paper with talking points that highlight the cost savings 
to Medicaid as well as the importance of Medicaid services to people with 
disabilities.  Christine King also suggested adding that it is a “green” 
activity, and she would also like to see the business opportunities added to 
the position paper.  Patrick added that this position paper will not include 
the Council’s stand on Medicaid expansion.  The committee agreed for staff 
to move forward with developing the position paper. 
 

2. Disability ID and training bill. 
 
Art Delaune provided an overview of the legislation stating that this bill 
targets law enforcement and corrections academies.  All of the academies 
are currently doing some type of Crisis Intervention Training (CIT), and all 
felt that it would be possible to add some further curriculum into their 
current training without there being any large fiscal note. 
 
Art further stated that another component of this bill adds a section to the 
DMV driver’s manual that describes how the general public should react 
when law enforcement approach their vehicles.  There will also be 
questions added to the driver’s license test about this topic.  Art noted that 
ccording to DMV, if they wait to add something in the next printing of the 
driver’s manual, the cost should be minimal. 
 
The final intent of the bill is a voluntary disability designation on a driver’s 
license or state ID.  Last year, the director of DMV thought it would cost 
less than $50,000 to implement this program. 
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Stephanie George stated that the LEND program through the Center for 
Human Development would be willing to help with this issue, because the 
LEND program has access to other CIT curriculum. 
 
Christine King also suggested talking with Jeff Jessee or Steve Williams at 
the Trust to get their support, because the CIT training is funded through 
the Trust.  Art Delaune stated that they haven’t contacted the Trust yet 
because they wanted to have their final draft back from the legislative 
department that is reviewing the bill.  He stated that they are close enough 
now that they can make contact with the Trust for their support. 
 
Alex Gimarc MOVED that the Legislative Committee support creation of a 
position paper in support of the disability ID and training bill as it exists 
today.  The motion PASSED. 
 

3. Accessible transportation required from airports, ferry terminals, 
etc. 

 
Patrick Reinhart stated that they have not been able to convene a work 
group to work on this issue, and felt that this priority should be postponed 
for now. 
 
Alex Gimarc suggested that the word “required” is a strong word to use in 
an attempt to regulate free enterprise. 
 

4. Review governing statutes of GCDSE, i.e., still has the word 
“gifted” in statute and might need other updates. 

 
Patrick Reinhart stated he is meeting today with Representative Millett to 
get her perspective and recommendations on opening up the Council’s 
enabling statute for review.  He stated they will get feedback from the 
Department of Law as well. 
 
Christine King felt that in this time of a challenging state budget, she would 
not recommend doing anything with this issue for at least a year until things 
stabilize.  Ric Nelson agreed. 
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Stephanie George encouraged the Legislative Committee to take their time 
with this issue.  She felt that gifted children are extraordinarily underserved 
and often have coexisting conditions.  Students are being excluded from 
special education programs because of their giftedness, and just because 
the Council isn’t currently serving them doesn’t mean there isn’t a need. 
 
The committee agreed to postpone this priority.  Postponed priorities 
remain on the list and will be reacted to if something legislatively occurs 
directly related to them. 
 

5. Change transition age to 14. 
6. Review process for reauthorization of Medicaid waivers and 

services. 
7. Zoning as a matter of right. 
8. Deaf Children’s Bill of Rights. 
9. Funding for transportation infrastructure (ongoing). 

 
These issues 5 through 9 will be addressed if anything arises relating to 
them. 
 
Other Issues: 
 

• Medicaid expansion and reform – The Council will not be directly 
taking an issue on Medicaid expansion other than the durable 
medical equipment and assistive technology reuse and recycle 
program. 

 
• Housing discrimination and fairness – Britteny Howell stated that 

AHFC is working on fair housing surveys, and the DD Committee is 
developing questions that specifically ask about disability and 
discrimination or fair housing impediments for people with disabilities.  
AHFC will share their data with the Council.  The DD Committee is 
also working with Stone Soup Group to hold focus groups and 
interviews with transition-aged youth regarding housing 
discrimination.  The committee felt this priority will be one to keep for 
next year once more data is collected. 
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• Denali Deaf Community Center Capital Request - Pam Soderholm 
shared that the DDCC has reduced their request from $2.6 million to 
$995,000, primarily by removing the concept of having a commercial 
kitchen and replacing it with having a warming kitchen to 
accommodate groups hosting events at their facility.  They are 
currently considering offering space available to rent for storage.  
Dean Gates explained that the commercial kitchen was a component 
of the DDCC’s social enterprise concept for self-sustainability without 
reliance on government subsidies.  DDCC continues to research 
other opportunities for social enterprise.  Pam Soderholm noted that 
the DDCC also rents out office space to the Bridges Navigator 
program.  

 
Su Isakson also noted that the DDCC has been in talks with Access 
Alaska and The Arc of Anchorage regarding strengthening their 
community partnerships and developing programs that will serve the 
deaf and hard of hearing community.  There is strong interest from 
both of these organizations to partner with the DDCC. 
 
Patrick Reinhart stated that if the Legislative Committee votes to 
support this capital request, there would be a one-page sheet in the 
legislative packet outlining some talking points, and it would be one of 
the legislative advocacy priorities they would discuss in Juneau. 

 
Christine King MOVED that the Legislative Committee supports for this 
session this capital request for the Denali Deaf Center. 
 
Alex Gimarc apologetically noted that although they have done a lot of work 
with the request and were able to cut costs, his concern is that with the 
price of oil being roughly half of what it was when the Council was first 
approached with this issue, he feels that he cannot responsibly support it.  
He is leery of the Council advocating for capital funding when the budget is 
being cut.  Stephanie George commented that this proposal should also be 
sent to Key Coalition.  She also stated that the capital money will be 
appropriated anyway, and she would rather see the DDCC receive it than 
other less deserving projects.  Patrick Reinhart also noted that the capital 
budget is a quarter of the amount spent in previous years, but those 
monies will still be spent on projects. 
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A vote was taken with 4 in favor and 1 opposed.  The motion PASSED. 
 

• Budget Issues – Past Council increments advocated for are still 
included in the Governor’s current budget, but the Governor will be 
re-issuing a new budget on February 16th.  They will react to any 
issues that are cut from the budget. 

 
• Representative Saddler’s Autism Task Force – The final report is 

almost complete and will go to the task force for final comment before 
it is released.  The Council will not be able to take a stance on this 
issue until the final report is released. 

 
OTHER INFORMATION FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 
 
Patrick Reinhart stated that at the upcoming Council meeting in Juneau, 
they will be doing a demonstration to show Council members how an actual 
legislative meeting is conducted and offer appropriate responses for 
Council members to use during their individual visits. 
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES 
 

• Council Meeting – January 20 – 22, Juneau 
• Trust Meeting – January 28 – 29, Juneau 
• FASD Forum – February 3 – 6, Juneau 
• AADD Meeting – February 18, Juneau 
• Key Campaign – February 19 – 20, Juneau 

 
TIME AND DATE OF NEXT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
The next Legislative Committee meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 
January 14, 2015 from 12:00 – 1:30. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Christine King MOVED to adjourn the meeting.  With no opposition, the 
meeting adjourned at 1:42 p.m. 
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