
GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL ON DISABILITIES AND SPECIAL 
EDUCATION 

 
Rural Ad Hoc Committee Meeting 

 
LOCATION 

3601 C Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Teleconference 
 

Meeting Date 
March 8, 2010 

 
Attendees: 
 
 Jackie Hill, Chair 

Anna Attla, Co-Chair 
Taylor Gregg 
Banarsi Lal 
 
 

Community Members/Guests: 
 

Belinda Burns 
Tom Cyrus 
Pam Curns 
 
 

Staff: 
  
 Duane Mayes 
 Teresa Holt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by:   Paula DiPaolo 
   Peninsula Reporting 



Governor’s Council on Disabilities and             March 8, 2010  
Special Education Rural Services Ad Hoc Committee Meeting 
 

2 

Call to Order – 1:30 p.m. 
Roll Call 
 
APPOINT NEW VOTING MEMBERS 
 
Teresa Holt stated that they are supposed to have 11 members on 
their committee who are voting members.  Voting members establish 
a quorum.  All Council members are automatically listed as voting 
members, and they fill in the rest of the positions from members of 
the community. 
 
Current Council members of the Rural Services Ad Hoc Committee 
are:  Anna Attla, Milton Cheemuk, Taylor Gregg, Jackie Hill, Banarsi 
Lal and Chris Saddler.  At the meeting in Fairbanks, they voted in 
community members Mark Doughty and Holli Yancey as voting 
members.  They now need three new voting members. 
 
Jackie Hill stressed that whoever would like to be a voting member 
should be someone who can regularly attend the meetings. 
 
Banarsi Lal suggested approaching Council members to see if there 
are additional people who would like to sit on the Rural Ad Hoc 
Committee before they recruit community members.  Jackie Hill 
stated that they would be happy to have additional Council members 
volunteer to sit on this committee. 
 
Banarsi Lal made a MOTION to nominate Belinda Burns, Pam Curns 
and Tom Cyrus for membership of the Rural Ad Hoc Committee.  
Anna Attla SECONDED.  The motion was APPROVED.   
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 
Teresa Holt stated that Lisa Balivet is unable to present for their 2:15 
agenda item.  Under important future meetings, Eric Gebhart is 
unable to go to the American Council on Rural Special Education. 
 
Banarsi Lal made a MOTION to approve the agenda as amended.  
Tom Cyrus SECONDED.  The agenda was APPROVED as 
amended. 
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APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 
Tom Cyrus made a MOTION to approve the minutes from the 
October 12, 2009 meeting.  Banarsi Lal SECONDED.  The minutes 
were APPROVED. 
 
Taylor Gregg made a MOTION to approve the minutes from the 
November 16, 2009 meeting.  Jackie Hill SECONDED.  The minutes 
were APPROVED. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  
 
OT/PT Licensing Board 
 
Teresa Holt stated that the physical therapy/occupational licensing 
board has decided to attempt to change Alaska Statute 08.84.150 in 
the next session.  The change will be so that it is clear that in the 
schools, only licensed therapists will be providing OT and PT and that 
teachers and teachers’ aides will be providing activities 
recommended by the therapist.  They are waiting for the draft statute 
to be introduced so they can provide comment on it. 
 
Art Arnold from the Department of Education will be sending out a 
memo to schools clarifying that they need to be sure that it does not 
say that teachers or aides are providing OT and PT on individualized 
education plans. 
 
E-rate Program Access 
 
Teresa Holt stated that there was a press release on February 18th 
from the Federal Communications Commission that stated they 
adopted an order that enabled schools that receive funding for the E-
rate program to allow members of the general public to use the 
school’s Internet access during non-operating hours.  This will be in 
effect for one year until June 30, 2011. 
 
The waiver is subject to the following conditions:  Schools 
participating in the E-rate program are not permitted to request more 
services than are necessary for educational purposes.  Any 
community use of E-rate funded services at school facilities is limited 
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to non-operating hours, such as after school hours and during times 
when students are out of school, including holidays.  Consistent with 
the Communications Act, the school may not resell discounted 
services or network capacity. 
 
Teresa stated that she spoke to some schools, and one issue that 
came up is that somebody still has to be present in the school to 
supervise.  This may be difficult during the summer months.  There 
was also a fear that this might slow communities down in getting their 
own access. 
 
Teresa Holt stated that she will research to see if there is an 
opportunity to give comment on this. 
 
UPDATE ON MEETING WITH JIM WILLIAMS AT TCC 
 
Duane Mayes stated that Jim Williams with TCC had applied for 
some American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA) funding in 
connection with the Rural Utility Services (RUS) grant.  It was to 
create broadband capacity in 60 of the villages within the TCC region.  
They did not get the funds, but Duane learned that Bristol Bay Native 
Corporation did receive a large grant as a result of their efforts.  He 
noted that the State Library Association also received some of these 
funds. 
 
Duane stated that he spoke to Amanda Race from TCC who relayed 
to Duane that Jim Williams would like the Council to submit another 
letter of support stating:  I’m writing to express the support of the 
Governor’s Council for a proposed American Reinvestment and 
Recovery Act Rural Utilities Service broadband grant called the 
Service and Broadband Rural Expansion (SABRE).  This application 
is a phase II attempt at some of those dollars. 
 
Pam Curns made a MOTION for the Council to write this letter of 
support.  Jackie Hill SECONDED.  The motion was APPROVED.   
 
WHAT COMMUNITIES HAVE FOR WIRELESS CELL/INTERNET 
 
Teresa Holt stated that she found maps from ACS that show that 
wireless broadband is available on the North Slope, Fairbanks, Fox, 
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North Pole, Wasilla, Eagle River, Anchorage, Kenai, Soldotna, and 
Juneau.  She stated that GCI had maps that showed service in 
Prudhoe Bay, Shishmaref, Diomede, Whales, Teller, Nome, Koyukuk, 
Kotlik, St. Marys, Hooper Bay, Bethel, Anchorage, Valdez, Juneau, 
Sitka, Craig and others in Southeast.  There is currently wireless 
availability on Adak, Sand Point and Kodiak.  Teresa stated that the 
costs range from $50 to $100 per month. 
 
REVIEW OF THE WORK PLAN 
 
Duane Mayes stated that last year, the Rural Ad Hoc Committee 
visited the TCC region.  During the town hall meeting in Delta 
Junction, it became very clear what the needs of the community 
were.  He stated that he has had some conversations with David and 
Barbara Flynn who have a young daughter with multiple disabilities 
and are very frustrated by the lack of consistent services in their 
community.   
 
Duane stated that he would like to go to Delta Junction with Lisa 
Balivet to spend some time meeting with this family and the Deltana 
Community Services Partnership Coalition.  They have tentatively set 
a time for the beginning of April.  They would like to use this time for 
further exploration, to try to get them some resources and provide 
them any kind of support they can to address some of the issues that 
came out of the community forum. 
 
Pam Curns suggested contacting Barbara Flynn to see if she would 
be interested in joining the Rural Ad Hoc Committee.  Duane Mayes 
stated that he will extend an invitation for her to join. 
 
Duane stated that since they visited that community during their 
outreach visit, the community was very successful in getting money 
from AHFC for senior housing.  During their April meeting, Duane 
hopes to get more information about how they got those dollars as 
well as find out about other projects that they would like to share 
information with them about. 
 
Follow Up on the Last Face-to-Face Meeting 
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Teresa Holt stated that in addition to Delta Junction, they want to be 
sure they follow up with the communities of Ft. Yukon, Galena and 
Nenana.  Duane Mayes stated that communities are in need of 
resources, and the committee needs to be in touch with the contact 
people of those communities to let them know about the listserv that 
Agnew Beck has that lays out all of the resources that people can tap 
into. 
 
IMPORTANT FUTURE MEETINGS/CONFERENCES/TRAININGS 
 
Anna Attla stated that the three upcoming conferences are:   
 

• American Council on Rural Special Education, Memphis, 
TN, March 24 – 27 

• Alaska Rural Health Conference, Anchorage, April 28 – 
30 

• 15th Annual International Meeting of the American 
Telemedicine Association, San Antonio, TX, May 16 – 18. 

 
Duane Mayes stated that people who are selected to attend 
conferences have a responsibility to the committee to report back on 
them. 
 
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next scheduled teleconference is April 12, 2010 at 1:30 p.m.   
 
The group discussed possible dates for the face-to-face meeting in 
Cordova.  Teresa Holt stated that she will need to research some 
things and then will correspond with the group by e-mail. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 


