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Call to Order – 1:30 p.m. 
Roll Call 
 
READING OF THE COUNCIL MISSION 
 
Taylor Gregg read the Council’s mission statement:  Creating change that 
improves the lives of people with disabilities. 
 
INTRODUCTIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS OR GOOD NEWS 
 
None were reported. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AND PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES 
 
Art Arnold MOVED to approve today’s agenda and the minutes from the 
February 8th meeting.  The motion PASSED. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  
 
Teresa Holt reported that there hasn’t been any correspondence, but she 
gave a legislative update.  SB 74, the autism insurance bill, is currently in 
the House HSS committee; it had a hearing yesterday, but was not passed 
out of HSS.  Teresa also noted that Channel 2 did a news piece on it, which 
can be viewed on the Channel 2 website.  Art Arnold added that the 
Channel 2 piece was fantastic and it’s too bad they didn’t do it earlier.  
 
The Complex Behavior Collaborative was entered in the Senate budget as 
a one-time increment for $650,000.  It is not in the House budget, so it is 
currently at conference committee, and the outcome is not yet known.   
 
Teresa also reported that the $100,000 for rural transition camps made it 
into the Senate budget as a one-time increment but is not in the House 
budget, so that too is currently in conference committee.   
 
The vulnerable adults bill did get passed, offering additional protections, 
especially against financial exploitation, for vulnerable adults. 
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ANNUAL REVIEW OF WORK PLAN AND FIVE-YEAR PLAN GOALS 
 
Teresa Holt explained that this is the meeting where the committee goes 
through its goals to review what has been accomplished and what to 
recommend for the Council and this committee to work on for next year.  
After the May Council meeting, the Council will send the recommendations 
back to the committee, and the committee will create a new work plan for 
the upcoming year.   Teresa noted that the committee reviewed the work 
plan at the February meeting, but they still need to discuss what to keep or 
change for next year.   
 
GOAL 1:  Advocate for technology in telepractice in Alaska.   
 
Activity No. 1:  Advocate for funding for a telepractice summit.   This 
has not been done yet. 
 
Activity No. 2:  Continue to meet regularly with the Online With 
Libraries project.   This is an ongoing project, and more libraries are 
coming online every week; by the end of next year there should be a 
hundred libraries connected, so then it will just be a matter of making 
people aware that this service is available and getting people to use it. 
 

Goal 1 will be kept on the work plan.   
 
GOAL 2:  Advocate for improved secondary transition services in 
rural areas. 
 
Activity No. 1:  Advocate for a system of MOAs between schools and 
DD providers.  Teresa Holt noted that at the state level, the MOA between 
the Department of Education and DVR was updated.  Art Arnold noted that 
many MOAs exist between DVR regional offices and school districts within 
those regions, which are renewed as needed; several have been updated 
within the past couple of weeks.  Art stated that he thinks that EED no 
longer monitors MOAs, so they are now voluntary; agencies can’t be forced 
to work together, although relationships are essential in providing services.  
Teresa Holt said that she would check with Don Enoch about whether EED 
still has an administrative standard on MOAs.  
 
 Activity No. 1 will be changed to ongoing status instead of having a target 
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date for completion.  
 
Activity No. 2:  Advocate for best practice presentations at DVR/TVR 
and ASSEC conferences.  Teresa Holt reported that presentations on 
transition were done at ASSEC, including one by Art Arnold, and Full Lives 
will be added to the list of conferences at which to present.  Art is also 
scheduled to present at Full Lives, and he added that a group of VR 
counselors who met at ASSEC have decided to spend more time on 
transitions and VR services at next year’s conference.     
 
Activity No. 3:  Advocate for training for school district staff regarding 
referral process for DVR/TVR starting at 16 or earlier if needed.   Art 
Arnold has agreed to do a presentation at the state special education 
directors’ meeting.  Teresa Holt commented that she will get a sense of 
whether people really know about transition services while staffing the 
Governor’s Council table at Full Lives.   
 
Activity No. 4:  Ask EED/DVR to create a statewide DVR referral form 
for school staff to use.  Teresa Holt stated that this idea has been 
rejected because circumstances are so different in each community and 
school district.  Art Arnold noted that DVR is working on some materials to 
give to counselors, teachers, and parents to help them prepare young 
people for post-school outcomes.     
 
 Goal 2 will be kept in the work plan, but the activities will be modified. 
 
GOAL 3:  Research state and federal telepractice regulations. 
 
Teresa Holt remarked that it has been difficult to find information in this 
area, and it is changing rapidly, so Teresa recommends changing the status 
of this goal to “monitor” instead of actively pursuing it.  Laurie Cooper 
added that Angela Salerno has been involved in discussions of this topic, 
and she will talk to Angela about what is going on. 
 
 Goal 3 will be kept on monitoring status.   
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GOAL 4: Research ways to use telepractice in DD system to improve 
services.   
 
Activity No. 1:  Advocate for use of technology in hiring, to train new 
staff, for fingerprinting, etc.  Teresa Holt noted that a little bit of research 
has been done, but they haven’t advocated for anything specific. 
 
Activity No. 2:  Advocate for use of technology to provide training to 
direct service professionals.  Survey providers regarding technology 
use and training needs.  Teresa Holt stated that the survey that the 
committee finished at the last meeting has not been sent out yet, but will be 
before the end of the year.  Teresa is going to bring it up at AADD tomorrow 
to see if they have anything to add, and then it will be sent to all of the 
executive directors.   
 
Activity No. 3:  Advocate for the use of technology to provide 
parent/self-advocate training and information.  Teresa Holt stated that 
not much has been done on this besides looking at working with the OWL 
project.  Teresa added that in Juneau, a group of parents asked her if they 
could get some positive behavior support training for their families.  Teresa 
discussed it with Phil Tafs at the Center for Human Development, and he 
agreed to do that training through the OWL program. 
 
 Goal 4 will be kept on the work plan. 
 
DECIDE ON RURAL PRIORITY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR NEXT YEAR  
 
Teresa Holt asked the committee if they could think of anything else they 
wanted to add to the work plan priority recommendations.  Committee 
members agreed that the three goals they have retained are enough.   
 
DECIDE ON RURAL BUDGET RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 6/4 MEETING 
 
Teresa Holt asked the committee for suggestions for budget 
recommendations for the next fiscal year, projects for which the committee 
could request funding as they did for the rural transition camps last year.  
Teresa suggested a project to use OWL to provide parents with information, 
or a pilot project with a specific community to use technology for hiring or 
training.  The committee agreed to both of those suggestions.   Laurie 
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Cooper stated that Nome is already using technology in hiring and training, 
and she will give Teresa the contact person’s name to find out about 
Nome’s costs and experiences with that. 
 
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next Rural Services Ad Hoc Committee teleconference is scheduled for 
June 13th, 2012, at 1:30 p.m. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:23 p.m. 
 


